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Feast Week has been very different this year with no fair and
all our usual community events cancelled. It is all about
staying safe and limiting the risk of spreading COVID-19 and
we very much hope that the 2021 Feast Week will be back to
near normal. We did however still have the front garden and
scarecrow competitions and this year the Parish Council
sponsored a best kept allotment competition – see page 3 for
all the results.
It has been great to see more of our local businesses, pubs
and services opening up and move towards a new normal.
HOWEVER, we still have a long way to go and as we go to
print, there are serious concerns about coronavirus bouncing
back and we risk a return of some of the earlier lockdown
controls. All of us need to apply common sense and act
responsibly so that we each stay safe and ensure that we do
not put others at risk
Val & Andrea, - your editorial team
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DIARY CONTACT DETAILS
warboysdiaryed@outlook.com
or ring/text
Val on 07825 551975
Andrea on 07778 672447
Hard copy to16 High Street
Next edition: Oct-November
Deadline for copy Monday 14
September, with distribution
3 /4 October

Local businesses, pubs, and services re-opening
Welcome back. Amars, Jo-Ann’s, Audrey’s, Royal Oak, Sports & Social Club, White Hart, Warboys
Library and Warboys Day Centre will all have re-opened by the time this Diary goes out. This is great
news as we have missed you over the last few months - you are all an essential part of our community.
We hope it all goes well.

Winter FLU campaign - keeping you safe
This is being expanded and will include households of people who have shielded, pupils in year 7 and
some under 65s. If you are sent an appointment - please keep it - don’t waste it.

WADS Mask-r-Aid - a brilliant community initiative
Congratulations to the WADS team for making and distributing a fantastic 2450 free face coverings
(continued on page 5)

Reg Whittaker – a sad loss, but a life well lived
Local headmaster, wartime Special Operations Executive (SOE) operative and 2012 Olympic Torch
bearer. We were saddened to learn of his death, aged 99, after a long and full life. He will be missed by
many.
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GENERAL NEWS
From the Parish Council
Meetings of the Council resumed in July and will continue on their scheduled day of the second Monday of the
month at 7.00 p.m. They will take place at the Parish Centre unless there are further interruptions caused by the
pandemic.
The Parish Centre has re-opened, but use is restricted primarily to the main hall with a capacity of 20 people and
limited activities to ensure that social distancing rules can be complied with. Only very small gatherings will be
permitted in the meeting room.
The playgrounds are proving popular now that
they are re-opened. Unfortunately, it’s
noticeable that not everyone is complying with
the guidance notes on the entrance gates and
website when using the playgrounds. These are
designed for your safety and the safety of others
to comply with the Government’s guidance. Use
of playgrounds cannot be risk free from Covid-19
but the guidance notes are intended to minimise
that risk as much as practicable so please •
•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

If the playground is busy, consider
returning later
Limit groups to no more than 6 people
and 1 child on each piece of equipment
at a time
Maintain social distancing
Use sanitiser or wipes to clean children’s
hands before and after use.
Clean surfaces before and after use,
essential if clinically vulnerable
Avoid touching your face
Dispose of waste in the bins provided or
preferably take your rubbish home
No food or drink allowed
Don’t use the playground if displaying
signs or symptoms of coronavirus
Children’s clothes should be washed
when returning home

Following the invitation of quotations, the Council
has appointed a firm of architects to design a
replacement for the Parish Centre which will
be located on the site of the existing Centre car
park. A consultation exercise will be undertaken
in the coming months to obtain the views of the
community on the design.
It had been hoped that the 75th anniversary of
VJ Day on 15 August could be commemorated
more fully than was possible for VE Day75 but
the ongoing restrictions on social distancing has
meant that this will also be limited primarily to
recordings on the Council’s website and
facebook accounts.
Roy Reeves, the Clerk can be contacted at
clerk@warboysparishcouncil.co.uk or 01487
823562

Warboys Library
Will reopen on Tuesday 4 August 10am to 2pm.
The reduced opening hours will be Tuesdays
10am-2pm and Thursdays 2-6pm.
Using the library
It isn't possible to freely browse the shelves at the
moment. Books can be borrowed using our new Select
and Collect Service or by placing a reservation on a
specific title. You can choose titles according to your
preferences (e.g. genre, fiction, non-fiction, talking
books, children's books etc.) and then collect them
from any of the open libraries. We encourage all our
customers to wear face masks and have hand sanitizer
freely available for their use.
§ To reserve a specific title or to order a book using
the Select and Collect service
visit https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/residents/libr
aries-leisure-culture/libraries or call the Customer
Service Centre on 0345 045 5225. Both services are
completely free to use at present. Customers will be
notified when their books are ready to collect.
§ Return items at any open library
§ Our IT facilities are back up and available for 45
minute customer appointments which can be made
over the phone via the Customer Service Centre or
online.
§ Printing facility- exact cash only, card payments at
Cambridge Central, Huntingdon and Wisbech
libraries
Whilst it's great to have our libraries open again, we
appreciate that it is still short of the full offer customers
are used to. We are keeping things under continual
review and will resume the full service as soon as it is
possible to do so safely. See also page 6 for more
about the Library at Home.
We have also started to offer online Storytime and
Rhymetime. Do tune in and you will see some familiar
library faces! Staff are also taking to the internet with
online craft sessions for children.
https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/residents/ librariesleisure-culture/libraries
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FEAST WEEK COMPETITION RESULTS
BEST KEPT FRONT GARDEN – sponsored by Warboys Community Association and Warboys
Parish Council
We had 16 entries this year and our gardeners came from all around the village. Friday 31 July, lovely and very
warm, was judging day. Armed with clipboard and scoring criteria, sheets, our judge had a glorious morning looking
at many bright and beautiful, neat and tidy front gardens, and having the unenviable task of judging for the top
three places.
Overall Winner: Frances Dykstra, 2 Ramsey Road – this garden had a fantastic display of interesting and slightly
different plantings that had a real wow factor.
Joint Runners-up: whilst these two gardens are very different, it was not possible to separate them.
§

Margaret Richardson, 10
Station Road – this garden
featured an immaculate
lawn and the planting and
associated colours worked
very well. There was a nice
use of logs and bird table to
help support the wildlife.
§ Monika Barter. 36b Mill
Green - the colour matching
throughout the garden
using plants, pots and
painted wood was
excellent. Nice use of
lavender to attract insects
and fil spaces.
Thank you to everyone who
entered, the judge had a hard
mornings task. So, please keep
enjoying and working on your
gardens and we hope you will
support the best front garden
competition next year.

OPEN KEYWORKER SCARECROW
COMPETITION
Sponsored by Warboys Community
Association
We had eight entries this year and all were
very imaginative and quite different. The
winner was determined by a public vote and
after all the paper, emailed and facebook poll
votes had been counted (149 in total)
Winner: Policeman with witch - Darren
Mayes, 89 Station Road
Runner-up: Paramedic – George Salter, 99
Orchard Close
Highly Commended; Dr Simon Duke & Bert the
Bin Man
Well done to everyone who entered – it was a
pleasure walking around to view them all

ALLOTMENT COMPETITION
Sponsored by Warboys Parish Council
All allotments were automatically entered – there are
currently 50 plots, with some sub-divided into half plots.
The current year has seen an increase in popularity,
accentuated by the pandemic lockdown in March, and
there are now only 1 full and 1 half plot vacant.
Our judges had a gentle early evening stroll around the
allotments on the Thursday of Feast Week. There was
much to admire and commend, particularly in terms of
the incredible amount of work involved in maintaining an
allotment, but the rewards can be great.
The judges had a tough time reaching a decision. The
overall winner was Plot 42 (Jan Edwards). Runner-up
was Plot 7 (Ray Tatt). The judges ended up awarding
joint third place to Plots 13 (R Broughtwood) and Plot 32
(Mrs P Wileman).
Congratulations to the prize winners and well done to
everyone who battles with the challenges and joys of being
an allotment holder.
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STAY SAFE and STAY WELL
Message from the Moat House Surgery
We would like to thank our patients for their ongoing
support in these unprecedented times. It remains a
challenging time for everyone providing healthcare and
all our appointments will continue to be 'remote by
default'. All initial consultations will be with a GP or
Nurse by telephone, if the clinician feels you need to be
seen then they will invite you for a face to face
appointment either at the surgery or by video link. We
would respectfully like to remind patients that when
attending the surgery for appointments you do not bring
any additional family members unless they are needed
for support or care.

Go to

https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus
For information about the latest do’s and
don’ts

NEW HEALTH CAMPAIGN
The brand-new Better Health webpage
has been launched. It provides tools to
help people manage their weight loss –
from checking their BMI, to getting access
to free support tools including the NHS 12week weight loss plan. The NHS 12-week
weight loss plan, available via a new app,
promotes evidence based safe and
sustainable weight loss. It helps users to
make healthier choices, by providing the
most up to date evidence based healthy
eating and physical activity advice in a
magazine format that enables them to
keep track of their calorie intake, portions
of fruit and veg, physical activity level and
teaches skills to prevent weight gain.

We are following government guidelines in relation to
face coverings and ask that when entering the surgery,
a face covering/mask is worn. WADS kindly donated
some of their face masks, so we are able to give these to
those patients who don't have a covering (whilst stocks
last). We would like to say a big thank you to WADS for
making these for us.
We will be having an extended flu campaign this yearit will be different to previous years and we are currently
in the process of working out the best way to provide this
to the extended target group of around 3500 of our
patients. We hope to start the flu vaccinations in mid to
late September (depending on when the vaccines are
available) and will aim to have everyone vaccinated if
possible, by the end of the year. We will be sending
appointment letters out but if you haven't received one
by mid-September please contact the surgery. We would
be grateful if you would arrive as close as possible to
your appointment time, with your arm ready to be
immunised (minimal layers of clothing and sleeves easily
rolled to the shoulder). There will be information on the
Childrens’ Flu Campaign in the next Diary.

Alongside the free NHS 12-week plan,
PHE is also working with a number of wellknown weight management providers that
will be offering exclusive discounts across
their weight loss programmes. Partners
include WW Weight Watchers reimagined,
Slimming World and Get Slim, get healthy.
For full details of these offers and to find
out about other Better Health partners,
please visit
https://www.nhs.uk/better-health/
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COMMUNITY GROUP UPDATES
Warboys Amateur Dramatics Mask-r-Aid update
In the middle of May “For the love of Scrubs” started to make face masks for farm workers and the elderly in
Ramsey. WADS wanted to support the villagers of Warboys just as they have supported WADS over the last 30
years. They decided to make masks/face coverings and donate these freely to the vulnerable and shielding in the
village. Sara our costume designer and maker did lots of research to ensure the coverings met recommended
safety and design standards and then our machinists, Sara, Beryl, Lissa, Manda and Eden began production.
We were secretly aiming for making 500 masks. By 4 June we had reached 1000 and then we opened up our offer
to anyone who needed a mask. We ended up delivering to Wistow, Broughton, Old Hurst and even Pidley! Four
masks even got posted to Hunstanton.
We delivered masks to the surgery, the dentist,
Wards the Chemist, Windmill Bakery, Spar, De
Ramsey and Ashleigh Courts and the Baptist
Church. All donations received were used to buy
elastic and filters, On the 19 July our production
line finally ceased, and our final total was 2450
masks. We have compiled two folders full of
thank you messages and cards from you all.
I (Andrea, WADS Chair) personally thank my
machinists and everyone who made a donation
It has been great to see our masks around the
village! I hope you are all getting in the habit of
tucking that mask in your handbag or pocket whenever you leave the home. Leave one in the car. Stay safe and
take care, from WADS.

Christmas Lighting Group

General Community Group Update
The Community Association met towards the end of July (by
Zoom). Most groups reported they have largely written off
2020, but are turning their attention to what might be possible
in 2021. Clearly at the moment the future remains uncertain,
but we hope to be able to start building the 2021 events
calendar

Church related information
For the latest information please check via the
relevant link
§ Warboys Parish Church:
www.facebook.com/the4Parishes
§ Warboys Baptists: If you want to talk or are
worried or need help with anything at all practical or spiritual, please feel free to phone:
01487 823405 or email
nigelkeithgraham@gmail.com. You can also visit
our website www.warboysbaptistchurch.org or go
to www.facebook.com/warboysbaptistchurch/
§ Warboys Methodist Church: for news and
online services in our circuit
see www.snahmc.org.uk/
§ Huntingdonshire Community Church:
www.hccuk.online.church
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As the COVID-19 lockdown eases a
bit, the Warboys Christmas Lighting
Group have continued to plan for the
village lights this coming festive
season that should provide some real
cheer as we go into Christmas. As
expected, fund raising activities have
been severely limited such that the
group has not been able to procure
any new or additional displays.
However, licence applications for the
High St lighting column displays have
been approved and we should also
be able to buy a Christmas tree for
the Weir, with help from Warboys
Community Association.
Given the current restrictions, plans
for the popular grand switch-on event
are currently under review. We will of
course publish any event plans as
soon as we are able. The Warboys
Christmas Lighting Group have a Just
Giving page if you would like to help

https://www.justgiving.com/crowdfu
nding/warboyschristmaslights
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COMMUNITY GROUP UPDATES
Warboys Unites and the Ramsey Foodbank
We continue to support individuals and families living in or close to Warboys who are in need of
help whilst we are all coping with the ongoing effects of the Coronavirus pandemic and the
current lockdown. We are offering practical help and support to anyone who needs it.
ITEMS THAT WOULD BE
REALLY HELPFUL

if you need any sort of help and support
PLEASE JUST ASK

•
•
•
•

(No need to feel embarrassed - all
information/conversations are treated in the strictest
confidence)

You can contact us in various ways
§

through our website: www.warboysunites.co.uk
§ by email: info@warboysunites.co.uk
§ or just ring us on 01487 710555 option 2
facebook: @COVID-19WARBOYSUNITES

**No one should go hungry**
This is especially important now, whilst we are battling
We know there is a growing demand for help with food
and household essentials, as many individuals and
families are struggling financially at this difficult time

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

UHT/long-life milk
squash
breakfast cereals
tinned meats such as pies,
stews, chilli/curry type products
spaghetti hoops
ketchup
steamed puddings
jellies, Angel Delights
custard
crisps & related nibbles
(multipacks)
loo rolls
toothpaste
soap/body wash
deodorants
laundry products
household cleaning materials

Help and support is available from two sources –
Warboys Unites and Ramsey Foodbank

Warboys continues to support Ramsey
Foodbank. Before Christmas 2019, the
If you would like to donate items to either of these
Food bank were supporting
organisations, we have two separate collection boxes
approximately 80 families. In March
outside 16 High Street
/April this went up to over 150 families,
some of whom come from Warboys. This
figure has settled down in recent months to
around 120 families. BUT … this is predicted to rise over the coming months as the economic repercussions of the
COVID-19 pandemic start to bite. Also Warboys Unites can report that is it already supporting over twenty families
in Warboys with food parcels and household items. We will need your support for many months to come
If you or someone you know is struggling to cope, please do (or encourage them) to contact us at Warboys Unites
or contact Natasha about the Foodbank - timebank@warboysparishcouncil.co.uk or ring her on 07557 400625.
To

Getting information, help and advice

The service is for any Cambridgeshire
resident who usually relies heavily on reading books or
listening to audiobooks AND who is either housebound
or shielding/isolating due to age or health conditions
under the current COVID-19 Government guidelines.
People accepted for this service will be contacted by a
member of the Library@Home Team who will arrange a
doorstep delivery of specially chosen
books/audiobooks. Deliveries will be monthly (by prior
arrangement) and previously loaned books/audiobooks
will be picked up when new ones are delivered. To find
out more:
email - volunteers@cambridgeshire.gov.uk or
ring 07442 022 926 or 07342 700308
6

We are Huntingdonshire: This hub provides a
vast array of up-to date information and
guidance (local and national) on many topics
including money matters, employment and
where to go for advice and help
https://www.wearehuntingdonshire.org
Doddington Minor Injuries Unit
Currently closed, so you will have to go to the
unit at the Princess of Wales Hospital, Lynn Road,
Ely, Cambs CB6 1DN. Tel 01353 772500 or go to
https://www.cpft.nhs.uk/services/minor-injuryunits.htm

STAY ALERT – CONTROL THE VIRUS – SAVE LIVES

AUG-SEPT 2020

MORE COMPETITION STUFF
WADS 500-word competition result – Adults

Alice’s Warboys – written by Sam Lee
This is my village. This is where I began, and this is where I
ended. I was just a simple old woman, trying to make a living.
I was wise, and I knew the order of things. I made potions
from the plants I found in the hedgerows to help people with
their ailments. I was poor and I was old when I was driven out
of my home, my village and killed.
I was no great beauty, some feared me. Some say the way I
looked frightened the children. Some say that my witch – like
looks gave them bad dreams. But I was old, life was not easy,
and I aged. I was what they said, a wizened old hag, who
wore a black shaggy cap. I had lumps and bumps upon my
body, signs of the devil, they said. But they were just signs of
being old and having lived a life. I tried my best to help people,
we all had problems, illnesses, and hunger. I was a rare thing,
I lived long enough to become old.
But I am still here. If you look, you can see my signs
everywhere. Me, a poor woman, remembered by this village.
Much time has passed since I left this mortal place. I still roam
here. I drift over the same hedgerows and fields that I
wandered through then. I sit by the village pond, you call it the
weir now. The pond, the centre of village life for so long. So
much good happened here. So much happiness. People
proclaimed their faith and got baptised here.
I look up and see witch symbols on the village sign. This is
how you remember me. I see my image on a poster in a shop
window.
I drift further down the High St. I see my image at the primary
school. I had children. My daughter, Agnes also died because
of what people believed about me.
A car passes, it has a bumper sticker of a witch on it. I hear
the shouts, people are playing football “Come on you
Witches.” People still remember.
I reach the clock tower. A beautiful landmark in memory of a
great woman. No, not me, Queen Victoria, although my image
proudly sits on top of this, in the form of a weather vane. I am
honoured to be remembered in the same way as a great
Queen.
My beautiful village, my home has seen so many things over
the years. Much of what was there when I was is long gone.
Fire, famine and plague to name just a few events. But so
much good too. Beautiful buildings replaced our old shacks.
Warboys is a good place now. Residents now are not
persecuted as I was. Warboys is my happy place.
Warboys will always be my home. I am Alice Samuel, the
alleged witch of Warboys. I am grateful that my memory is still
here, in this place.
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Here as promised is the announcement of the
winner from the adult entries. The final result
went to the writer of Alice’s Warboys, but the
judges awarded a highly commended
award to Angela Wyatt for her very cleverly
written poem “A Tour of Warboys”.
Well done to Sam Lee for this terrific piece
of writing, which includes past history and
the present day from a third person’s point
of view. WADS will be in touch with all
winners nearer the time of the next
Pantomime…we will inform you all as soon
as we know when it is practically possible to
perform again…. we have our fingers
crossed for next Easter

Update on the children’s
Sunflower competition
Here is your last update before the
competition finishes. Judging will
take place between the 24 and 29
August.
All those who have taken part:
please measure your sunflower and
email the measurement with your
name, address and telephone
number so the judge can match up
your entry form with the height of
your sunflower by the 24 August.
Email –
and.murphy@btinternet.com
If you can’t email please place
your name, address and
telephone number, along with
your sunflower’s height in the
box outside 15 High St Warboys.
We will match up all Sunflowers with
their entry forms, and the highest
ten will get a visit from the Judge to
check the measurement and decide
the winner and runner ups. The
winning entry and runners up will be
mentioned in the next Diary along
with a photograph of the winning
gardener and their prize-winning
sunflower. Good luck everyone
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WANTED
Warboys Amateur Dramatics Society
Would you like to be part of a team of stage
crew or help the production team?
*************************************
WADS are looking for new members to join
them when they can eventually get to rehearse
and perform again.
If you are interested and would like to find out
more about WADS and how you could help,
then please email
and.murphy@btinternet.com
or telephone 07778 672447
All applicants for WADS must be over 9 years
old for the purposes of insurance and
performing licences
**************************************

WARBOYS SCOUTS

Seriously need new committee members, as
two of their long-standing members are
stepping down this autumn. If anyone is
interested please contact Dounia by email
at dounia.turner@gmail.com

WARBOYS UNITES

Volunteers need to help with
§ packing and delivering free
food parcels to those in need
§ cooking and /or delivering
Sunday lunches
If you want to join the team contact
us on
info@warboysunites.co.uk

Diary Advertising
Approximately 2000 copies of the diary are distributed every
other month to the residents
Our advertising rates are very reasonable, a small advert is
only £12 per issue, rising to £30 for a 1/4 page. If you
advertise for a full year, we will give you one advert free.
For more information contact us by email
Warboysdiaryed@outlook.com
or ring/text 07825 551975
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We are a local construction company who
specialise in all your building needs including:

New Builds and Extensions
Alterations and Renovations
And much more………..

Please give us a call for a free no obligation
quote!!
Limetree Cottage, Church Street, Wistow. Cambs. PE28 2QE
T/F: 01487 823263 - E: hello@benandco.co.uk
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COACH and MENTOR
Penny Jennings offers sessions helping
people to achieve their goals and aspirations
and overcome challenges, in the workplace
and/or their personal lives.
pennyjennings30@gmail.com
07971952245
https://www.PJJCoaching.co.uk

11

AUG-SEPT 2020

STAY ALERT – CONTROL THE VIRUS – SAVE LIVES

12

AUG-SEPT 2020

